Allison Wise, Psy.D
WISE PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES, LLC
1200 East Woodhurst T300
Springfield, MO 65804
Licensed Psychologist

PARENT COORDINATOR SERVICES CONTRACT

I ________________________________ on the date of _______________________________
have entered into an agreement with Allison Wise, Psy.D to serve as a _____________________ for myself or for my family and our child(ren). This agreement shall serve as a binding contract.
THE PARENTING COORDINATION PROCESS

Role of the Parenting Coordinator: The parents understand that the Parenting Coordinator’s role is to help parents resolve their differences regarding their child(ren) and their children’s care in a manner that serves the best interest of their child(ren), minimizes conflict between parents that could harm their child(ren) and fosters cooperation between parents. The Parenting Coordinator may assess the situation and educate the parents as necessary regarding child development and communication, and facilitate communication between the parents and others involved with their child(ren). The Parenting Coordinator may coach parents on strategies of interacting effectively with each other and their children, refer family members to other professionals, mediate disputes between parents, and suggest final decisions when the parents fail to reach agreement.  The Parenting Coordinator may mediate between the parents as necessary, that is, help the parents to make their own decisions, but the role of Parenting Coordinator is not exclusively as a mediator nor is it providing pure mediation services which require the Parenting Coordinator to be neutral and to maintain confidentiality. The Parenting Coordinator may assist parents in considering options, examining priorities, and offering suggestions. 

Decisions by the Parenting Coordinator: The goal is for the parents to reach agreements. In the

event that the parents are unable to reach a satisfactory resolution of a dispute, the Parenting Coordinator shall recommend a decision to the parties.

General Information:
1. We understand that it is in the children’s best interests that parents do not engage in

conflict. To that end we will attempt to resolve disagreements whenever possible.

2. The Parent Coordinator may provide education about child development and

communication. She may coach us to better communicate with each other and our

child(ren), and she may refer us to other professionals as indicated.

3. We intend to work with our Parent Coordinator to resolve our issues in a mutually

satisfactory manner between ourselves whenever possible. If any issue cannot be

resolved between us, then the Parenting Coordinator shall hear from each party and any

third party who, in her opinion, can be helpful to her in her role as Parent Coordinator.

These third parties may include, but may not be limited to, the child(ren), teachers,

medical/mental health care providers, caregivers, attorneys, or any parties who, in the

Parent Coordinator’s opinion, might be helpful to the decision-making process. We agree

to sign any necessary authorizations for the release of requested information. There is no confidentiality when using a Parent Coordinator.  Anything you say or do can be reported to the Court or other professionals.  
4. If, in her opinion, the decision under consideration cannot be made without consultation

with a newly appointed additional professional (i.e. testing psychologist or educational

consultant), we understand that the Parenting Coordinator may not be able to render a

recommendation without our agreement to hire and work with said professional.

5. We agree to give great weight to any recommendations made by the Parent Coordinator. The parents may contact the Parenting Coordinator by telephone or email message.
6. Among the disputes that may be submitted to the Parenting Coordinator for

recommended resolution are:

 Any disputes about parenting time, including but not limited to changes in the regular

schedule, parental access for special occasions, holidays, or vacations

 Any disputes regarding the child(ren)’s activities or schooling

 Any disputes related to the child(ren)’s medical/mental health issues

 Any other substantive child-related matter upon which we cannot agree

7. Appointments or telephone contacts with the Parenting Coordinator may be scheduled at

the request of either party or of the Parenting Coordinator. All parties agree to make a

good faith effort to be available when contacts are requested.

8. Since the appointment of a Parent Coordinator is either court ordered, recommended by a

guardian ad litem, or a stipulation between us, we understand that the process is not

confidential. We understand that memos to the court and attorneys may be sent by our

Parent Coordinator, if requested or if we reach an impasse. Additionally, either party

may subpoena Dr. Wise to appear in court.

9. This contract cannot cover all the particulars that may arise in every situation. We

understand that the Parenting Coordinator may need to establish new rules and guidelines

to fit our unique situation and relationship. The fundamental principles governing all

rules and guidelines are 1) minimization of conflict and 2) decision-making in the best

interests of the child(ren).

10. The Parent Coordinator may withdraw from her appointment at any time. In that event,

the Parenting Coordinator may suggest the names of other potential Parenting

Coordinators.

11. Dr. Wise’s role as Parenting Coordinator may not be terminated unilaterally by either

party. It may be terminated by written agreement of both parties at any time. However, if

a court order appointing Dr. Wise as our Parent Coordinator is in effect, it will be the

parties’ responsibility to take the necessary measures to vacate that appointment. If one

party wishes to terminate the services of the Parenting Coordinator over the objections of

the other party, an order of the court will be required to remove her.

12. The consultation/education role of the Parenting Coordinator is not that of a therapist, and the Parenting Coordinator shall not practice psychotherapy or family therapy with parents or family members. The Parenting Coordinator does not offer legal advice to either parent.
Fee Arrangements:
I agree to proceed with Parenting Coordinator services according to the following arrangements:

___________________________________________ will pay Allison Wise, Psy.D, $250 per session and we understand that we will be billed for fees associated with this process, such as, but not limited to, phone contact with the parties and their attorneys, consultations, child(ren)’s sessions, reviewing/preparing reports. Additional payments for other services rendered (letters, telephonic appointments, etc.).
· ____________________________________________ will be responsible for _____% of common use fees. 

· Parents will be required to pay directly to Allison Wise, Psy.D., WISE PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES, LLC. 
· I understand that Dr. Wise’s fee for Parenting Coordination services is $250 per 60-minute hour.  Appointments which are broken or canceled without 24 hours’ notice will be charged. A credit card authorization form can be provided at the start of services. 
· I understand that the hourly fee includes time spent interviewing, testing and observing, reading and reviewing files and other documents and correspondence, report preparation, consultation with other professionals (including attorneys), telephone conversations, court preparation, and any other time expended in direct association with my recommendations and opinions.

· I understand that verbal or written reports will not be released until all fees have been paid in full, including the cost of preparing reports.

· Each parent shall have the right to call the Parenting Coordinator as a witness.  If only one parent believes that the Parenting Coordinator’s live testimony is necessary in addition to the written report, that party will be responsible for 100% of the costs incurred in connection with the Parenting Coordinator testifying at the court hearing.  I understand that Dr. Wise’s fee for court appearance is $350 per hour.  This fee must be paid two weeks in advance in order to reserve this time on my calendar.  Preparation time will be billed at $250 per hour.  Travel time will be billed at $180 per hour.  Telephone testimony will be billed at the same rate as live testimony.  Should there be a cancellation of the need for my appearance in court; no fees will be refunded without five days’ notice of such a cancellation.
I have read the above contract and agree to its terms.

_________________________________________________________



Printed Name
__________________________________________________________ 

___________________




Signature






Date
_____________________________________________________

__________________
Allison Wise, Psy.D, Parenting Coordinator





Date
